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Hiring International Students: 

An FAQ Review for Employers 

 
This information is current as of January 16, 2024. For the most up to date information, please refer to the IRCC 

website directly or consult the IRCC Contact Centre at 1-888-242-2100 to confirm or clarify immigration-related 

information and requirements. 

Prepared by: Kathleen Cobb, RCIC #531193 

 

Table of Contents 
Disclaimer ..........................................................................................................................................2 

Before starting studies at NBCC ..........................................................................................................3 

Q: Can international students work before they have started their first program of study in Canada? .. 3 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/
http://www.cic.gc.ca/


 

 
Page 2 of 10 

Current as of: January 16, 2024 
 

Disclaimer



 

 
Page 3 of 10 

Current as of: January 16, 2024 
 

Before starting studies at NBCC 
Q: Can international students work before they have started their first program of study in 

Canada? 
 

No, an international student can only start working in Canada once their program of study has started. 

They cannot start working in Canada before they have started their studies.  

 

Resource link: Work off campus as an international student - Canada.ca 

 

Q: How can an international student get a Social Insurance Number (SIN)? 
To apply for a SIN to work off campus, a student must have one (1) of these conditions printed on their 

study permit: 

¶ May work 20 hours per week off campus or full-time during regular breaks if meeting criteria 

outlined in paragraph 186(v) of the Immigration and Refugee Protection Regulations. 

¶ May accept employment on or off campus if meeting eligibility criteria, per paragraph R186(f), 

(v) or (w) and must cease working if no longer meeting these criteria. 

 

Resource link: Work off campus as an international student - Canada.ca 

 

  

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#who-can
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/sin.html
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2002-227/section-186.html
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2002-227/section-186.html
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2002-227/section-186.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#sin
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While at NBCC 
Q: Can international students work while they are studying?  
 

To work in Canada, an international student must have a statement on their study permit that indicates 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ άMay accept employment on or off campus if meeting eligibility criteria, per paragraph 

R186(f), (v) or (w) and must cease working if no longer meeting these criteria.έ  

 

If a student does not have that statement: they will need to submit a request for an amendment of 

their study permit. The processing times for an amendment are approximately one month, but can take 

longer. A student may benefit from urgent processing if they have a pending job offer.  

 

If a student has that statement: they will also need to meet the following criteria: 

¶ be a full-time student with a valid study permit 

¶ be enrolled at a designated learning institution (DLI) at the post-secondary level; and 

¶ be studying in a program that: 

o is academic, vocational or professional training 

o leads to a degree, diploma or certificate 

o is at least 6 months long. 

 

Resource link: Do you need a work permit to work in Canada? - Canada.ca 

 

NEW: Temporary policy in effect from November 15, 2022 ς April 30, 2024 

Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada announced 

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2002-227/section-186.html
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2002-227/section-186.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/application-forms-guides/request-amend-record-landing-confirmation-permanent-residence-valid-temporary-resident-documents.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/check-processing-times.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit/prepare/designated-learning-institutions-list.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/work-canada/permit/temporary/need-work-permit-work.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/2022/10/international-students-to-help-address-canadas-labour-shortage.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#who-can
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#who-can
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#requirements
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/2023/12/revised-requirements-to-better-protect-international-students.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/2023/12/revised-requirements-to-better-protect-international-students.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#semesters
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/sin/apply.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/sin/receiving-updating.html
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Q: How many hours can international students work while they are studying? 
A: The numbers of hours that a student can work varies depending on whether it is during regular school 

terms or scheduled breaks, and if the work is off-campus or on-campus.  

 

Off-campus work: During regular school terms, and international student is able to work up to 20 hours 

per week. They are able to work more than one (1) job to make up these hours as long as they continue 

to meet the conditions of their study permit. They are able to work full-time during scheduled breaks 

(see question below). Working more than 20 hours per week off-campus is a violation of study permit 

conditions and could impact future immigration applications. 

 

On-campus work: During regular school terms and scheduled breaks, an international student can work 

as many hours as available, in addition to working off campus, as long as they continue to meet 

the eligibility requirements for working on campus. 

 

NEW: Temporary policy in effect from November 15, 2022 ς April 30, 2024 

Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada announced that from November 15, 2022 until December 

31, 2023, international students who are in Canada and who have off-campus work authorization on 

their study permit will not be restricted by the 20-hour-per-week rule. However, there are many 

important eligibility criteria that you need to be aware of, including that you must be studying full-time 

(ie. the hours worked cannot interfere with your scheduled NBCC classes; students must have full-time 

student status to remain eligible). 

 

On December 7, 2023, Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) announced that it had 

extended this temporary policy to April 30, 2024. You can see the details here: Revised requirements to 

better protect international students - Canada.ca. 

 

You can see more details on the criteria here: Work off campus as an international student - Canada.ca. 

 

Resource link: 

¶ Work off campus as an international student - Canada.ca 

¶ Work on campus - Canada.ca 

 

: 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-on-campus.html#eligibility
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/2022/10/international-students-to-help-address-canadas-labour-shortage.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#who-can
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#who-can
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#requirements
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/2023/12/revised-requirements-to-better-protect-international-students.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/2023/12/revised-requirements-to-better-protect-international-students.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#semesters
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-on-campus.html
/admissions/academic-calendar
/admissions/academic-calendar
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Resource link: Work off campus as an international student - Canada.ca 

 

Q: Does an international student need different documentation to complete a 

practicum/internship/on-the-job training/field placement? 
A: Yes, an international will require a co-op or intern work permit to complete any work that is a 

required component of their program of study. A student may have been issued this document when 

they entered Canada or may need to apply for it from inside Canada.  

 

The co-op or intern work permit will allow a student to complete a practicum/internship with full-time 

hours and it can be paid or unpaid. NBCC hosts webinars every term on this requirement. Students can 

learn more by emailing international@nbcc.ca.  

 

Resource link: Work as a co-op student or intern - Canada.ca 

 

  

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#breaks
mailto:international@����6�Ͽ������ֱ��.ca
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/intern.html
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After Graduation 
Q: When an international student graduates from their program of study at NBCC, what 

happens to their student status? 
 

A: 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/helpcentre/answer.asp?qnum=166&top=17
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/helpcentre/answer.asp?qnum=166&top=17
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/about.html


https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/2022/10/international-students-to-help-address-canadas-labour-shortage.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#who-can
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#who-can
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#requirements
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#semesters
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#breaks
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/temporary-residents/study-permits/post-graduation-work-permit-program/permit.html#determining
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/temporary-residents/study-permits/post-graduation-work-permit-program/permit.html#determining
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/immigrate-canada/express-entry.html
https://www.welcomenb.ca/content/wel-bien/en/immigration_programs.html
https://www.welcomenb.ca/content/wel-bien/en/immigration_programs.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/immigrate-canada/atlantic-immigration/how-to-immigrate.html
https://www.welcomenb.ca/content/wel-bien/en/information_employers/content/accesing_nb_programs.html
https://www.welcomenb.ca/content/wel-bien/en/information_employers/content/accesing_nb_programs.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/immigrate-canada/atlantic-immigration/hire-immigrant.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/immigrate-canada/atlantic-immigration/hire-immigrant.html


https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/sor-2002-227/section-186.html
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/sor-2002-227/section-189.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/temporary-residents/visitors/implied-status-extending-stay.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/sin/receiving-updating.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/programs/ei/ei-list/ei-employers-sin.html
https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/helpcentre/answer.asp?qnum=1507&top=15
https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/helpcentre/answer.asp?qnum=1507&top=15


https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/employer-roadmap-hiring-retaining-internationally-trained-workers.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/work-canada/hire-temporary-foreign/international-students.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/campaigns/hire-immigrants.html?utm_source=slash-economic-immigration-campiagn&utm_medium=short-url&utm_campaign=generic
https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/helpcentre/answer.asp?qnum=1507&top=15
https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/helpcentre/answer.asp?qnum=1507&top=15

